THE GREAT TUDORS
"Chaucer that famous clerk
His terms were not dark
But pleasant, easy and plain
JVb word he wrote in vain.
"Also John Lydgate
Writeth after a higher rate
It is diffuse to find
The sentence of his mind
Some men find a fault
And say he writeth too haut"
(PHILIP SPARROW) ;
and in the Duke of Albany he rags the aureate vocabulary
by giving the long words a line a piece :
"Of his nobility
His magnaminity
His animosity
His frugality
His liberality
His affability" etc. etc.
As a writer of lyrics, on the other hand, had he chosen he
could have ranked high enough. He can range from the
barrack room " 9Twas Xmas day in the workhouse " style
of thing, to conventional religious poetry like the poem
" Woefully arrayed " and the quite unfaked tenderness of
the poem to Mistress Isabel Pennell, and always with an un-
failing intuition of the right metrical form to employ in
each case. Here is an example of his middle manner,
Fancy's song about his hawk in Magnificence.
"Lo this is
My fancy y wis
Now Christ it blesse!
It isy by Jesse.
"A bird full sweet
For me full meet
She is furred for the heat
All to the feet:
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